'” DECLARATION 


Of the VVell- affected to 


THE GOOD OLD CAUSE, 


In the Cities of London, Weſtminſter, and Borough of Southwark ; with the joynt 
Conſent and Concurrence of all the Well-affe&ed in all other the Cities, Towns 
and Boroughs of England and Wales, for the Return and Seſsion of 


The Long P ARLIAMENT, 


(Interrupted by the late Protector April 20. 1653.) 
Directed to the ſurviving «Members of that Parliament. 


GENTLEMEN, 

T is our defires to let you know, and by this Iaſtrument to declare, That although for thoſe many years your Seſ- 
1 ſion hath been interrupted by the late Protector, and your viſible being withheld from this Nationzyet ſo long as a 

Quorum doth ſurvive, notwithſtanding that, or any other interruption, your Authority abideth, and you remain 
the onely Legal Parliament of England, until your Legal Diſſolution; and no other Authority or Power ought to be 
owned or exerciſed amongſt us: and for our parts, we will neither ſubmit to, nor own any other for the preſent 
Authority, but Yours ; and in Yours we will acquieſce, (as in the rightful Supreme Authority of England) and in no other 
whatſoever. And as it is our Duty to Own and Obey your Authority; ſo, it is your ties hay yarn ang: 
opened the way for you) to Return to your Truſt, Ir is Treaſon in us to forſake and decline your Authority, 
Breach of Truſt in you not to take upon you the exerciſe thereof. : * 

You are the rightful and natural Head of our Countrey, from whence all ſubordinate Powers and Adminiſtrati- 
ons Civil are derivative, without which a Legal nem Parliament cannot be called: Law and Common Right denies 
that to the Sword; it is inherent only in you. 8 

The Army as de jure they may not diſturbe or interrupt the Freedom of Parliaments, ſo de jure they cannot Sum- 
mon 4 Parliament, nor impoſe a Government upon us: for the People of England are a free People, the true Original 
of their own Authority. : f 1 

And as the Army can neither give nor take away the right of the People, ſo neither will they any waies hinder 
or interrupt your Seſſion, or invade their Countries Right: for have they not like true Engliſh men —_— as one man 
tor the Good Old Cauſe, and made ſo honeſt and honourable a procedure therein, as hath united all the hearts of the 
honeſt and well-minded of the Nation to them > for which moſt juſt and conſciencious #ndertaking, we do declare 
our ſelves in union with them, and their friends to be our friends, their enemies our enemies; and that we will ſtand _ 
or fall with them in this their glorious enterprize, Therefore fear not their interpoſition; their intereſt and ours 
is all one, and we will joyntly ſtand by you and own you, as (indeed you ate) the Supreme Authority of the Commons 

wealth of England (as it was eſtabliſhed at your laſt Seflion) without King or Houſe of Lords: The ſeveral ſeeming Par- 

liaments in this deplorable interval of your Authority, and the ſeveral Models of obtruded Government ſince, being 

no other, then as one continued Act of uſurpation and innovation upon the Rights of the People, and their Pewer of 
Parliaments. 

And now the Grand Enemie and Interrupter of your Seſſion being in the Duſt, He that letted being taken away, 
your Authority ari ſeth and reviveth; and the Army, People and Nation, of courſe retire to the Good OldCauſe; and 
all that have continued or are faithful to Authority of Parliaments, ixvite you and call for you, aud challenge the 
Freedom of your Se, -_ as of Engliſh Right: and as you had and truly derived your firſt Seſſion from the People, ſo we 
preſent you with this ſignal of our unanimous Agreement for your Re-aſſembling and Seſſion at weſtminſter: but we de- 
fire you to humble your felves, and repent truly of your great — in your laſt Seſſion, which were very many 
and grievous; but we truſt your eyes are opened, and you ſee your miſcarriages, & that you will be taithful and care- 
ful Truſtees for the People. Indeed fo hath the Divine Providence of God ordered the ſtate of Affain, that your In- 
tereſt is and muſt be, to be honeſt to the People, or you will periſh by their hand. V Ve do own and acknowledge, 
you are the fitteſt 7 ans in this Nation to do the work of the People, and ſettle us in true freedom and peace; and there- 
fore the hearts of the good people are towards you, and invite you : do but you appear, and all the Court- Policies and 
Practices will end in that moment, your enemies will be quite defunct and defeated; Plots and Deſigns, Inſurrecti- 
ons and Invaſions will be e Diviſions and Diſtractions will be compoſed ; and we ſhall return to ſettle- 
ment and ſafety; otherwiſe both Army and Navy, Nation and People, will be all confounded, ruined and loſt. 
But in Caſe of your Aſſembiy again, we deſire, That at your firſt ſitting down, you may aſcertain a time for 
your ending, and for the Succeſſion and Beginning of a new Repreſentative; and ſo 4 the Foundations of our Govern- 
ment, as our Parliaments may be Succeſſive, and of Courſe, with their certain times of their Beginning and Ending; 

and with ſuch Boundaries, Limitadons and Powers, as all Arbitrarineſs in Government may be prevented, and the 
=; ar and Freedoms of the People ſecured. And we ſhall (together with your and our faithful Army) ſtand or 
fall with you, in the neceſſary and juſt Defence of your Perſons and Authority. 
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